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This theory7 of the " non-existence of an unchangeable ego " is not
absolutely opposed to the theory of the Karma, because it is also taught
that the vital flame is not extinguished at death; in the form of the
Karma it acquires fresh fuel, which enables it to go on living. It is only
the saint, who ceases to produce a Karma because he has become
conscious of the non-existence of his self and has consequently realized
complete '* selflessness" in his thoughts and actions, who reaches
Nirvana and thus ends the chain of his compulsory rebirths.
The ancestor worship of the Chinese includes the doctrine of the
existence of three kinds of human soul, which part at death. The first is
buried with the body and is watched over by earth dragons; the second
becomes a tutelary spirit of the household; the third enters the world of
shades and is there invested with demoniac rank. A similar theory is
part of the Shintoism of Japan.
PAGAN CUSTOMS ADOPTED BY
CHRISTIANITY
RELIGIONS do not die, neither are they invented. They change their
forms and their names but not their essence. The gods change
their dress and their names, but not their meaning and significance.
Religion has probably meant much the same thing to all men. Perhaps
that is why certain of the best features of pagan cults were adopted by
Christianity. The extent of diese borrowings will perhaps never be
exactly determined, but they are certainly much more numerous than
is generally believed.
BORROWINGS   FROM   ANCIENT   ROME
In ancient Rome the lights on the altars of the pagan gods of the
household were transferred to the altars of the churches. The old
incense offerings were adopted, but burnt offerings were forbidden.
Holy water was used in the old temples. The cap of the pagan priests,
now the bishop's mitre, was not adopted till the 4th century, by Pope
Silvester L Statues of the Virgin Mary, St. Peter, and others were*
ceremoniously clothed just as Greeks and Romans clothed their gods.
The custom of opening and closing holy doors was taken from the
temple of Janus, the god of war, in the Roman Forum, the gate of
which was kept closed in peace time. The making of images of divine
beings and powers is found in the earliest forms of nature worship and
was continued in Christianity, where first the figure of the Saviour,
then those of the Virgin Mary, the apostles, and saints were depicted.
An additional motive in the case of the Christians was that they wanted
to mark the contrast between their manner of worship and that of the
Jews and Mohammedans, which had no representations in stone or
wood. The worship of images was forbidden at Byzantium from 730
to 843, but there was never any hck of support for it in Rome,